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Introducing Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks 

October 29, 2011 
The Jewish Center 
Rabbi Yosie Levine 
 
It is my pleasure at this time to welcome each and every one of you to this morning’s 
May and Samuel Rudin Memorial lecture.  
 
As many of you know, Mr. Jack Rudin grew up in The Jewish Center and together with 
Susan sponsors this lecture series in memory of his parents, who were long-time 
members and leaders. The goal is to provide the New York community with the 
opportunity to hear from esteemed religious leaders, outstanding scholars and prominent 
statesmen on issues of critical importance to contemporary society.  
 
Over the past few years, the Rudin Lecture Series has become a major event as we’ve 
hosted ambassadors and authors of world-renown, university presidents and chancellors, 
the former Secretary of State, the former US Attorney General, religious authorities, 
Members of Israel’s Knesset, and today – the Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew 
Congregations of the Commonwealth. 
 
The Jewish Center is deeply grateful to Jack and Susan for their visionary leadership and 
boundless generosity. Though Jack and Susan are not able to be here today, we salute 
them from afar and offer our most sincere thanks for their ongoing munificence.   
 
In thinking about the character of Noach, one cannot escape the view of R’ Yochanan 
cited by Rashi: While it’s true that Noach is a צדיק, this moniker is but a relative one. 
Were he to have lived in a different era, he would have deserved no such title. 
 
The question is: What’s the basis for this position? Is there a hint in the text that reveals 
where Noach may have exhibited some kind of failing? 
 
The answer may emerge when we return to the first moments of the post-diluvian world. 
When the flood ends, Noach’s first act seems entirely in keeping with his righteous 
reputation. He ushers every person and beast out of the ark ח להויבן נח מזב'  – and 
immediately builds an altar to God. How praiseworthy to offer up a token of thanksgiving 
on having been saved from utter destruction.  
 
And yet the צרור המור insists that this sacrifice carries a double meaning. For in this act of 
offering a בןקר  to Hashem, Noach also seeks atonement. Like a קרבן חטאת, it is an 
expression of deep personal regret: For while Noach succeeded in saving his animals and 
his family, he failed to save his generation.   
 
Rabbi Sacks has written extensively about the virtues of influence and inspiration. 
Though in ancient Israel it was the king who wielded power, it was the prophet who 
exerted influence. The Navi commanded no armies and had no means by which to 
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enforce his message. Yet while the power of the king typically followed him to the grave, 
the influence of the prophet endured.  
 
Perhaps Noach lacked the standing or the power to compel wrongdoers to repent. But in 
the end, he recognized that he could have been a Navi – he could have done so much 
more – if not to coercively change people – at least to move them.  
 
While it’s true that the era of prophecy ended more than 2000 years ago, the gemara tells 
us (Pesahim 66a):  

  .  בני נביאים הן-אם אין נביאים הן 
Even if the Jewish people are not prophets themselves, it must be remembered that they 
are descended of prophets. 
 
In our generation, there is no man for whom this is truer than our speaker this morning. 
The Chief Rabbi is the heir to this great prophetic legacy: the extraordinary capacity to 
influence and inspire a fractured world.  
 
Last month, Rabbi Sacks celebrated the 20th anniversary of his becoming Chief Rabbi. 
What he has accomplished both during these past two decades and throughout his 
rabbinic career, is simply remarkable.  
 
The Chief Rabbi has been a visiting professor at universities in Britain, the United States 
and Israel, and is currently Visiting Professor of Theology at Kings’ College London. He 
holds 14 honorary degrees, including a Doctor of Divinity conferred to mark his first ten 
years in office, by the Archbishop of Canterbury.  
 
In 1995, the Chief Rabbi was awarded the Jerusalem Prize for his contribution to 
diaspora Jewish life. And in 2005, he was knighted by Her Majesty The Queen and made 
a Life Peer, taking his seat in the House of Lords, where he sits on the cross benches as 
Baron Sacks of Aldgate in the City of London.  
  
He is the author or 24 books, his most recent being The Great Partnership: God, Science 
and the Search for Meaning, which was published in July 2011.  
 
In the world of rabbinic leadership, Rabbi Sacks has become our most outstanding model. 
Through the depth of his scholarship and his unending eloquence, Rabbi Sacks translates 
the vocabulary and values of our Mesorah into a poetic code of sanctified Jewish living. 
Rather than sacrificing religious complexity on the altar of the quotidian, he embraces it, 
elevates it, and demonstrates its relevance to our contemporary moment.   
 
Rabbi Sacks: I have referenced to your writings and quoted your words from this pulpit 
on countless occasions. Both to our community and to me personally, you are an 
inspiration.  
 
It is my distinct honor to welcome our May and Samuel Rudin Scholar: Chief Rabbi, 
Lord Jonathan Sacks.  


